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1. Summary  

 

1.1 The Committee is asked to note the response from the Mayor to its letter on a new model for 

preventing violence in London. 

 

 

2. Recommendation 
 

2.1 That the Committee notes the response from the Mayor to its letter on a new model for 

preventing violence in London, as attached at Appendix 1 to the report. 

 

 

3. Background   
  

3.1 On 24 May 2018, the Committee used its thematic meeting for a discussion with invited guests on 

tackling the rise of violent crime in London.  The Committee also put questions on violent crime in 

London to the Deputy Mayor for Policing and Crime and the Metropolitan Police Service at its 

monthly question and answer sessions.  The Committee also held a community roundtable, 

facilitated by Hackney CVS, on 24 July 2018 and an open microphone session at its thematic 

meeting on 20 September 2018.  The Committee visited Birmingham and the West Midlands on 

7 September 2018 to observe a comparable police force’s approach to enforcement, intervention 

and prevention activity to tackle violence. 

 

3.2 Following the conclusion of that scrutiny investigation, the Chairman wrote to the Mayor on 

13 December 2018.  The letter is here1. 

 

3.3 The Committee welcomed the Mayor’s establishment of a Violence Reduction Unit (VRU), and the 

move toward a ‘public health approach’ but was concerned about the lack of detail about the unit 

and what it would mean in practice. 

                                                 
1 https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pcc_chair_letter_to_mayor_vru_131218.pdf 

https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pcc_chair_letter_to_mayor_vru_131218.pdf
https://www.london.gov.uk/sites/default/files/pcc_chair_letter_to_mayor_vru_131218.pdf


        

3.4 The Committee made the following recommendations aimed at shaping the future work of the VRU, 

including: 

 The VRU must tackle all forms of violence - whether it is committed with a gun, a knife, a 

broken bottle or a fist; and either by an adult or a young person. This includes tackling domestic 

violence. 

 Prevention is key. The VRU should explicitly focus on tackling Adverse Childhood Experiences - 

the term given to traumatic situations children live through—which increase the likelihood of 

poor outcomes by impacting on physical health, cognitive development and behaviour. 

 The VRU needs to focus on school exclusions at an early stage in its work programme. 

 The Mayor and the VRU should call on social media providers to take down all content that 

explicitly calls for the use of violence. 

 

4. Issues for Consideration 
 

4.1 The Mayor wrote to the Chairman on 8 March 2019 with his response to the recommendations set 

out in the letter from the Chairman.  The letter from the Mayor is attached at Appendix 1 to this 

report for the Committee to note. 

 

 

5. Legal Implications 
 

5.1 The Committee has the power to do what is recommended in the report. 

 

 

6. Financial Implications 
 

6.1 There are no financial implications arising from this report. 

 

 

 

List of appendices to this report: 

 

Appendix 1: Letter to the Chairman from the Mayor, dated 8 March 2019. 
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